154                Internal Character of

Ecclesiastical portions together, as forms a strong
argument in defence of the supernatural, it is, on the
other hand, so far unlike the Biblical portion of that
supernatural, when that portion is taken by itself, as to
protect the portion not Biblical from objections drawn
from any differences observable between it and the
portion which is Biblical. If it be true that the
Ecclesiastical Miracles are in some sense an innova-
tion upon the idea of the Divine Economy, as im-
pressed upon us by the Miracles of Scripture, it is at
least equally true that the Scripture Miracles also
innovate upon the impressions which are made upon
us by the order and the laws of the natural world;
and as we reconcile our imagination, nevertheless,
to such deviation from the course of nature in the
Economy of Revelation, so surely we may bear with-
out impatience or perplexity that the subsequent
history of Revelation" should in turn diverge fro^i
the path in which it originally commenced.*1

d This is Middleton's ground in the following passage, with
which should be compared the passages from Hume in the
text : " The present question concerning the reality of the
miraculous powers of the primitive Church depends on the
joint credibility of the facts, pretended to have been produced
by those powers, and of the witnesses who attest them. If
either part be infirm, their credit must sink in proportion; and
if the facts .especially be incredible, must of course fall to the
ground, because no force of testimony can alter the nature of
things. The credibility of facts lies open to the trial of ,our
reason and senses* but the credibility of witnesses depends on